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Marine Parade 1820

The Parade was one of the most popular walks in Margate: it was 
usual to go for a walk after bathing and ‘the places most frequented 
for this purpose are the Parade, the Fort, and the Rope Walk. When 
the tide is ebbed, many persons go on the sands…’17  Nevertheless 
the Parade was initially rather unsavoury. A letter in the Morning 
Post and Daily Advertiser in 1773 paints an unfavourable picture of 
both the harbour and the Parade:18 

The conveniences for bathing here are clever, but the sea intolerable, 
no other place but the harbour being allotted for it; and, considering 
the return of the tide therein, it cannot be wondered that much 
filth, coming from the vessels, horses, and carriages, must not 
only corrupt the water, but render it unpleasant to those who, at 
all events, will bathe; and many there are thus resolute. Here is 
also a quay, by some called a Parade; but this is undoubtedly a 
misnomer, except it be taken from the parade of making out bills 
at a tavern thereon, where, on the third day after my arrival, I and 
two friends dined from a small saddle of mutton, and a bottle of 
Port, for which we paid £1 3s. 8d.

George Carey, in 1799, was also deeply unimpressed:10

What the old Parade might have been is no easy matter to tell, 
but in its present state, and in this improving age, it has little to 
boast of in respect to elegance, or even cleanliness, and in rainy 
weather it is a mere swamp; the greatest part of it lies between a 
noisy stable-yard, well furnished with manure, and the common 
sewer of the contiguous market-place, as well as all the lower part 
of the old town, which frequently yield up the most ungrateful 
exhalations and unsavoury smells to those who choose to regale 
themselves in this delicious neighbourhood.

Gradually, however, things did improve. The original wooden jetties 
running from Garner’s Library to the Pier were replaced with stone; 
we read that, in 1802, the ‘first stone of proposed new Stone Jetty, 
along the Marine parade, was laid – by Francis Cobb, the son and 
successor of the late worthy Deputy’19 and that in 1826 ‘the Parade 
is making wider for a carriage road to the Pier from High street, the 
streets also are Macadamizing and nearly completed.’20
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